August 2016 • www.trustandjustice.org

Procedural justice
and pretextual stops
SUMMARY

This is a summary of an essay published by Jonathan Blanks in the Case Western Reserve Law
Review. Click here to read the full essay: http://object.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/articles/blankscwrlr-v66n4.pdf
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The larger argument, however, applies to all
forms of engagement. “An overemphasis on kindness and courteousness may discount the impact
of the decisionmaking that led to the initial contact
or encounter with police in the first place,” Blanks
writes. “Procedural justice may be a partial remedy
to heal the relationships between black communities and the police, but police agencies and legislators will need to reorient law enforcement priorities
and strategies to better serve the communities that
need their protection the most.” To him, that means
changing the incentives—monetary, occupational,
and political—that encourage stops and other strategies that carry “longer-term social costs” but only
“fleeting gains from the arrests they enable.”
Click here to read the full essay: http://object.cato.org/
sites/cato.org/files/articles/blanks-cwrlr-v66n4.pdf
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